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AGM and Members’ Night—Tuesday 3 April 

Speaker: Cathy Powers and Marilyn Hewish 

Topic: Invertebrate records submitted to the GFNC website will now be added to Bowerbird—a national online 
database for biodiversity run by Museums Victoria and the Atlas of Living Australia (ALA). Marilyn will outline what led 
to the GFNC using Bowerbird. Cathy will talk about the value of Bowerbird from a citizen science perspective, and will 
also explain how we can enter our own observation data and upload photos. If you’d like a copy of the information 
Cathy will present on using Bowerbird, please bring along a memory stick to the meeting. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 1 May 
Speaker: Melanie Mackenzie, Collection Manager, Marine Invertebrates, Museums Victoria. 
Topic: 'Sampling the Abyss'—the story of a month-long voyage up the eastern seaboard sampling deep-water fauna. 


In recent months we have welcomed to the club... 


Jill Pollock, Barwon Heads; Jan Eddy, Moriac; Sheena Whyte, Torquay; Caitlin O’Reilly, Grovedale; 
Geelong Sustainability; Mathew Scott, Point Lonsdale; Thorin Robertson, South Geelong. 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


GFNC is on Facebook 


www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 


A private online discussion group by invitation for members to share observations and other information 


www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted 


E 
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GFNC website Observations 
www.gfnc.org.au 


Visit the GFNC website to submit your observations or = Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, _ 
photos, keep up to date with forthcoming events, read invertebrate etc.) can be submitted to the GFNC website 


interesting articles and much more.... (go to the Observations tab) or 
emailed to the GFNC email address 


so that they can be incorporated onto the site. 


Email address: info@gfnc.org.au 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Velway 452 G4] 


The front cover photo of a Striated Fieldwren was taken by Geoff Gates at Karaaf Wetlands in February. 


The back cover photo was taken by John Newman on March 10 in Highton, and shows a 
Chequered Copper butterfly, Lucia limbaria (see March butterfly report p.13). 





President’s Report on the 2017-2018 GFNC year 


On behalf of the Committee | am pleased to present this 
Annual Report of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 
activities covering the past 12 months. 


Firstly, | thank Committee members and Group 
Convenors who played an important part in running the 
Club and the activities described further in this report. 
Each year we say the Club has had a successful 12 
months. How do we measure success? Is it the numbers 
attending meetings and excursions; projects and surveys 
undertaken; the number of submissions drafted; or does 
it have something to do with how members feel about 
belonging to the Club? | suspect it is all those things. 
Reflecting on the past year, | believe that it has many 
positives. 


The Club is in a healthy financial position (see pp. 4—6 for 
the Treasurer's Report 2017). | thank Tracey Hinton, 
Treasurer for 2017, who is now studying and travelling 
overseas and Graham Possingham, who has been 
Acting Treasurer for the first half of 2018 in addition to his 
role as Secretary. 


As of March 31, individual members number 242. It is 
encouraging to see a turnaround in memberships, 
following a slight decline in 2016. The Committee set a 
2020 membership target of 300. During the year, the 
Committee promoted the GFNC to other organisations 
and identified ways to increase memberships. The Club 
signed a reciprocal membership arrangement with 
Geelong Sustainability to further the reach of each 
organisation. Both groups share a concern for 
environmental issues which can significantly impact 
wildlife and habitat. 


The Conservation and Land Management Department of 
the Gordon Institute of TAFE joined the GFNC as a 
corporate member. Student participation in GFNC 
activities will now count towards their practical course 
component. Deborah Evans, Membership Officer, does a 
wonderful job in managing memberships. 


The GFNC Environment fund completed its first year of 
operation. The Committee of Management, led by David 
Boyle, set a strategy to guide operations over the next 
few years. The first commitment of the Fund is to support 
a Deakin University Research project to investigate 
Crested Tern survival rates. 


Programs Subcommittee 


An extensive program of activities is the cornerstone of 
the Club. This program seeks to improve members’ 
knowledge and appreciation of natural history. The team, 
consisting of Barry and Bernie Lingham, Deborah Evans, 
John Bell, Craig Morley and Lynne Clarke, go to great 
lengths to source interesting and authoritative speakers 
to inform, entertain and, at times, challenge our thinking 
about specific issues. | thank the team for their efforts. 


Rod Lowther 


| also thank the 30 or so speakers who contributed to the 
program, for sharing their knowledge, expertise and time 
with us. Some speakers travelled considerable distances 
to share their particular field of work, research or nature 
passion with us. 


| also acknowledge the efforts of the Programs team in 
organising the excursion program, which consisted of 
visits to interesting and rewarding locations, as well as 
excellent learning opportunities for participants—where 
favourite areas can be viewed through a different prism. 
In November 2017 members of The Field Naturalists 
Club of Ballarat joined our Brisbane Ranges excursion. A 
combined excursion is set to become a tradition and we 
look forward to later this year when the GFNC will visit 
their patch and renew friendships. 


In January, the club conducted an Excursion Leaders 
Workshop. Participants shared knowledge of best 
practice in leading an excursion; discussed health and 
safety issues; and explored ways to make an excursion a 
more enjoyable and simulating experience. Thanks to 
those who attended and we expect to expand the number 
of leaders following a second future workshop. 


Fauna Group 


The Fauna Group consists of a small but dedicated group 
of Club members ably led by Trevor Pescott. Fauna 
surveys are conducted under conditions specified in a 
GFNC Trapping Permit and Scientific Field Research 
Licence issued by appropriate authorities. Permit 
approvals require investigators to comply with protocols 
related to the safety and wellbeing of animals caught and 
handled. In November a training day was held on all 
aspects of fauna survey techniques and it was very 
pleasing to have 20 members and visitors attend. 


Long-term projects continued with survey work 
conducted at Mt. Leura, Floating Islands, Brisbane 
Ranges and the Otway Ranges. Several new projects 
commenced in 2017, the largest being the Bannockburn 
Bush fauna survey, commissioned by the Ballarat 
Environment Network—the location land manager. The 
study will gather information on the bush reserve species, 
contributing to an application to increase the 
conservation and protection land categorisation. 


Other new projects focused on a systematic search for 
threatened species—the Eastern Mourning Skink also 
known as Swamp Skink around Swan Bay, and Bibron’s 
Toadlet_at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Fora 
second year the Club was involved with the Corangamite 
Catchment Management Authority (CCMA) on grid tile 
work to locate the Striped Legless Lizard. Unfortunately 
in each of the surveys mentioned above, the target 
species were not found. Survey and monitoring activities 
associated with these projects will continue in 2018. 
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Bird Group 


The Bird Group was again very active with informative 
presenters and good attendance at monthly mid-week 
excursions and meetings. Presentation topics ranged 
through Turquoise Parrots to Pacific Gulls; birding in 
Eastern Europe to the creation of the Australian Bird 
Guide. Presenters all inspired us with their depth of 
ornithological knowledge and passion for their subject 
area. 


In addition to the regular Orange-bellied Parrot and 
Migratory Shorebird surveys, Club members contributed 
to citizen science projects and activities that simply 
involved the fun of birdwatching. One of the former was 
Latham’s Snipe monitoring at local sites, conducted as 
part of a national project run by a group of passionate 
ornithologists with financial support from Woodlands and 
Wetlands Trust and the Australia-Japan Foundation. 
Seventeen wetland sites across our region were 
surveyed on three occasions over the summer period. 
The high number of Latham’s Snipe at Begola Wetlands, 
Ocean Grove and Jerringot, Belmont confirm these are 
nationally significant sites for this species. 


Bird Group members participated in the National 
Twitchathon again this year raising funds for the Key 
Biodiversity Areas campaign run by BirdLife. For the 
second time, many Club members were involved in the 
eBird Big Day out—a one day event whereby local 
birders join with birders across the eBird community to 
see as many species as possible around the world. 
Results are aggregated at local, state and national level. 
Both events were great fun for those involved and in part 
compensated for the cancellation of the Club’s 
participation in the annual Bellarine Bird Challenge count 
due to poor weather conditions. 


GFNC members are also among the volunteers 
supporting BirdLife Australia’s Beach-nesting Birds 
project. 


| congratulate members on the high number of 
observations submitted to the Club website and eBird. 
This data will further our understanding of birds and their 
breeding habits within our region. Thanks to Craig 
Morley as Group Convenor, with assistance from John 
Newman, in coordinating these activities. They provide 
an authoritative and helpful voice for Club members and 
others in the birding community on bird related issues. 


Plant Group 


The plant group was reactivated in 2014, an initiative of 
Barry Lingham. A small number of Club members 
regularly attend this forum, learning from each other and 
from reference materials, how to better identify and 
understand the plants of the region. Topics studied 
included plant groups that flower at particular times 
(Autumn); plants of a specific genus (Acacia or 
Drosera); and plants by habitat type (salt tolerant or 
coastal salt marsh). Members share photographs of 
plants they have observed or wish to identify. Members 
reported that attending the monthly workshops greatly 
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improved their understanding of native plants. 
| encourage more members to come along. 


The Club hosted the Wider Geelong Flora series of 
public lectures, featuring Emily Noble (Orchids), 

Mark Trengove (Changes in Geelong vegetation) and 
Steve Sinclair (Saltmarsh vegetation). Each lecture was 
well attended with participants from many local groups. 
Thanks to John Bell for coordinating these informative 
and stimulating events. 


Conservation Subcommittee 


The Conservation Subcommittee held three meetings 
during the year with 20 members attending at least one 
meeting each. It is encouraging that so many members 
are willing to discuss the conservation challenges of the 
region. The Subcommittee provides a focal point for 
coordinating the Club’s responses to the many issues 
that arose. 


Our voice on conservation issues is being heard with 
Club representatives on several government and 
semi-government consultative groups. These include 
Corangamite Lower Barwon and Upper Barwon 
Consultation Committees, Melbourne Water Western 
Treatment Plant Biodiversity Advisory Group, Barwon 
Water Environmental Consultative Committee, Bellarine 
Landcare Network, G21 Environment Pillar, and more 
recently participation in the DELWP Biodiversity 2037 
Response Plan Working Group. Thanks to Craig Morley, 
Brett Smith, Deborah Evans, Michael Skinner, Maarten 
Hulzebosch, Barry Lingham and Tom Fletcher for their 
service on these groups and ongoing contribution to the 
conservation effort. 


During the past year, the Club responded to 12 requests 
for public consultation from state and local government. 
Submissions covered a range of conservation areas 
including policy and planning documents impacting on 
environmental values; threats to native fauna and flora; 
and land management practices. Of significance were 
the Biodiversity 2037 discussion paper; changes to the 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act; and the City of Greater 
Geelong (CoGG) Settlement Strategy 2017 discussion 
papers. The Club also commented on the CoGG 2018 
budget, highlighting the lack of funding for conservation 
activities within the municipality. Our feedback was 
followed up by a presentation to city administrators and a 
joint CoGG Conservation team and GFNC one-day 
workshop. This collaborative approach resulted in 
Subcommittee Conservation members gaining a clear 
understanding of the conservation status and health of 
the many CoGG reserves. We also learnt about some of 
the council initiatives and we were able to share our local 
knowledge and concerns about habitat threats to the 
CoGG reserves. We await the CoGG draft 2019 budget 
to see if our efforts have been fruitful. | thank 
Subcommittee members providing input to our 
submissions and/or attending one of the many 
information sessions held with authorities as part of the 
planning process. 


The Draft MOOLAP Coastal Strategic Framework PLAN, 
April 2017 was generally favourable to our vision of the 
area being set aside as an international migratory bird 
sanctuary. The environmental values of the saltmarsh 
and foreshore were acknowledged in the draft and the 
saltworks and wetlands precinct land use classified as 
‘Environmental with complementary tourism’, and 
recommended rezoning to Public Park and Recreation 
(DELWP p. 44). Several concerns still remain and 12 
months on, we unfortunately find that the final report has 
not yet been published. It is likely to still be a few more 
years before the desired conservation outcomes are 
achieved. The Club thanks John Newman, Craig Morley 
and the Moolap Working Group for their dedication in 
completing comprehensive submissions and following 
up by contacting decision makers and community 
groups at every opportunity. We await the release of the 
final report. 


The Club has the necessary people and structures in 
place to enact our purpose ‘to preserve and protect 
Australian flora and fauna’. It is disheartening to see that 
the threats from expanding urbanisation, climate change 
influences and the impact of invasive weeds and feral 
animals seems relentless. The Club needs to be 
continually alert to the next issue that might destroy 
valuable ‘threatened species habitat’. 


Publication and Communication Subcommittee 


The Club continues to produce the Geelong Naturalist, 
a high quality monthly publication which includes 
interesting articles, analysis of monthly observations of 
fauna, birds and butterflies, comprehensive reports of 
Club excursions and surveys, as well as excellent 
photos. The Subcommittee reviews the publication 
protocols and copyright issues to ensure the high 
standard is maintained. 


Chrissy Freestone continued in the Editor role ona 
rotational basis in 2017 to enable a smooth transition to 
an editorial team of Bernie Lingham and Alison Watson. 
New members will come on board later in 2018, with 
Ongoing training provided. Bringing the Geelong 
Naturalist to your inbox or post box involves a wider 
team of article contributors, copy editors, proof readers, 
and mail out helpers. | thank all involved for their 
continued efforts and commitment in getting this 
publication to us without fail each month. 


Whilst no Geelong Bird Report was published this last 
year, Craig Morley has been extremely busy preparing 
the next edition which will cover 2013-2016 and be 
more comprehensive in analysing seasonal abundance 
trends and regional ranges for the birds of our region. 
Craig has been assisted by Richard and Margaret 
Alcorn who have helped in extracting data from eBird 
and developed ideas on how best to present these data. 
His presentations the new Geelong Bird Report at Bird 
Group meetings have created great interest and the 
Club looks forward to the next edition which is sure to 
provide many insights on Geelong birds. 


The GFNC Library is a great resource of natural history 
and technical information for members. During the year 
a review of the collection was completed. | thank 
Lorraine Phelan for her work in ensuring the library is 
managed effectively. 


The GFNC Facebook page is frequently used to 
effectively publicise Club activities to the wider 
community. The discussion group Facebook page for 
GFNC members only has now reached close to 60 
members and is proving to be an effective resource for 
members to share their experiences and interesting 
photos when out and about in nature. Thanks to Graham 
Possingham for administrating this platform and 
exploring ways to leverage this communication channel. 


The website is another important tool for conveying 
information, particularly as it can be the first contact 
point with the community and potential new members. 
Dean Hewish as webmaster continues to refine the site 
and ensure a secure and stable platform. An essential 
and sometimes underappreciated task necessary for a 
website holding just over 7000 observation records 
where 250 new entries are entered each month. 
Thanks Dean. 


Looking Forward 


In conclusion, | express my thanks to all GFNC 
members. The knowledge and skills of our members is 
something we do not take for granted and whatever your 
involvement and interest, | hope the Club can meet your 
needs. We work to create an engaging Club, where 
community is respected; where we fulfil a worthwhile 
cause; where fellowship and a shared love of nature 
brings us together. Being a volunteer-based association, 
| am acutely aware that the level of activities must be 
matched by our collective willingness to be involved. 

For me as President and for the Committee, we tread a 
fine line balancing the purpose and charter of the Club 
and what is best for the membership base in general. 
We don't always get it right and we need to constantly 
check for your feedback if we are to reflect your wishes 
about the direction you want the Club to take. 


As a Committee, we must always have an eye to the 
future and finding and inducting new members—the 
importance of which cannot be overstated if we are to 
have a Club for the long term. Creating the right 
atmosphere within the Club is also important so that 
existing members who seek to learn further about 
natural history, field crafts, survey techniques or 
conservation have the opportunities to do so. 


| wish our Club a very successful and enjoyable 
2018-2019. 


References 

Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP) (2017). The Draft MOOLAP coastal 
strategic framework PLAN, April 2017. Available 
online at https://bit.ly/2pFCUlb 


Geelong Naturalist April 2018 3 


Treasurer’s Report 2017 


Summary 

The GFNC 2017 financial year was essentially as per 
plan. Higher income from subscriptions of $8165 now 
covers the routine expenses of the newsletter (Geelong 
Naturalist), insurance, room hire, library purchases etc. 
This is the right balance, leaving donations, grants, cash 
reserves or fundraising to fund new or updated assets or 
environmental activities. Although we show a cash deficit 
across all accounts of $1460, our total assets in fact rose 
by $3622 with the acquisition of a trailer, a new projector 
and cameras. 


Income 

Membership income for 2017 came from 52 joint 
memberships and 114 individual memberships, plus a 
few corporate, and junior members. This was up about 
10% from 2016. We also increased—and simplified the 
structure of—the rates for 2017. Subscriptions rose over 
30% in 2017 to $8165. 


We received $1561 in donations, slightly up from 2016. 
Donations included $721 which went into the tax 
deductible Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund. 
Significantly, just before the end of the year, we received 
a $15 000 bequest from the estate of Margery Rix. This 
will appear in the 2018 accounts. This does mean that 
we have quite substantial cash reserves, and we aim to 
spend that money on programs in line with our purposes. 
We are open to ideas from club members! 


The other major source of funds was from the City of 
Greater Geelong who gave us a grant of $2000 that went 
a long way towards the purchase of a trailer for fauna 
surveys. We also had a donation in kind of four motion 
capture cameras from the CCMA for the Striped Legless 
Lizard survey. 


Expenditure 

Despite the increased membership, printing and postage 
for the Geelong Naturalist dropped by 15% to $2908 as 
more members moved to receiving it by email. Other 
Ongoing and necessary expenses were similar to 2016. 
The main items were Insurance and Incorporation fees 
$1160; books for the library $714; expenses for our 
various guest speakers $1097, including $700 for the 
purchase of copies of Trevor’s book as future gifts (Birds 
and botanists: a field naturalist's history of Geelong); 
general stationery, admin $538 and meeting room hire 
$540. 
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Graham Possingham, Acting Treasurer 


We supported fellow organisations through donations of 
$100 each going to the Victorian National Parks 
Association, Australian Conservation Foundation, The 
Leigh Valley Hawk and Owl Sanctuary, and the Timboon 
Bushland Co-operative Ltd. 


We spent $544 on memberships with other organisations 
including Victorian National Parks Association, Field 
Naturalists Club of Victoria, Friends of Geelong Botanic 
Gardens, Australian Conservation Foundation, SEANA 
and Geelong Sustainability. 


The only capital items were the trailer for fauna surveys 
$2235 and a new projector and accessories $1339. 


Under ‘Special projects’ we spent $500 to fund a legal 
opinion on the Moolap lease and another $500 to 
sponsor a Gordon student. We also committed $500 to a 
Deakin student to be spent in early 2018 as the first 
distribution from the Geelong Field Naturalists 
Environment Fund. 


Net Assets 

Cash reserves, including the Geelong Field Naturalists 
Environment Fund, stood at $28 091 at the end of 2017. 
By January 2018 this had risen to over $42 500 due to 
the Rix bequest. The carrying value of our physical 
assets was reviewed at the end of 2017 to include recent 
acquisitions, with some old IT equipment being written 
off. We also reviewed the value of our library to account 
for some disposals of duplicates. Total assets rose to 
$60 278. 


Low interest rates 0.5% p.a. on ‘at call’ accounts means 
that we currently get very little by way of income on our 
deposits. We are looking at moving some money into a 
Term Deposit in order to get a somewhat higher return 
while we determine how best to use those funds. 


Acknowledgement 

A thank you to Tracey Hinton who handled the Treasurer 
responsibilities for the year and left me with books that 
balanced. She will likely return to the role later in 2018, 
after her overseas trip. 


GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 
Registration No A0013708R 
CBA Cheque Account Number 063 525 10034365 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 
FOR FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017 


Cash book balance brought forward 

RECEIPTS 

Subscriptions from members 
Ordinary 
Joint/F amily 
Magazine only 
Corporate OS 
Corporate 
Junior/FT Student 
Part-time Student 

Total 


Proceeds from fund raising 
Donations 

Govemment grants (CoGG)/other grants 
Field surveys 

Sale of items at cost 

Bird Repon sales & prepaid postage 
Geelong Bird Checklist 

Excursion & camp receipts 

Special Projects 

Sundnes 

Transfer from ANZ V2 Plus A/c 
Total 


Less PAYMENTS 

Printing of Geelong Naturalist 
Pasting Geelong Naturalist 
Geelong Bird Report - pint & post 
Stationery, printing - general 
Subscriplions/memberships 
Insurance premiums + Incorporaton fees 
Meeting Room hire 

Guest speaker travelling expenses 
Library purchases 

Items for resale (at cost 

Exhibition & Displays 

Travelling expenses (fieki surveys) 
Purchase of equipment 

Repairs & maintenance of equipment 
Donations / Grants 

Excursion & camp fees 

Special projects 

Bank charges 

Sundries 

Transfer to CBA savings 


Total 


Cash book balance at end of year 
Unpresented cheques 
CBA bank balance at end of year 


01/01/16 - 31/12/16 


$ 


$ 3,590.00 
$2,115.00 
60.00 
120.00 
160.00 
55.00 


in A a A 


$ 


$ 6,100.00 


100.00 
1,260.00 


229.60 
185.00 

50.70 
630.00 
$ 2,608.38 
$32,481.45 


GA a A a A A A a 


$ 2,264.90 
$ 1,096.08 

14.00 
236.95 
392.00 
1,116.83 
513,92 
1,847.25 
643.44 


o” 


$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ . 
$ 72.71 
$ 555.50 
$ 4,269.40 
$ 1,207.06 
$ 1,050.00 
$ 650.00 
$ 30.00 
$ 
$ 
$ 


25,000.00 


$ 4,230.78 


1545.7 


$43,645.13 


$40,960.05 | 


$ 4,230.78 


01/01/17 - 31/12/17 


$ 


$ 4,540.00 
$ 3,065.00 


445.00 
75.00 
40.00 


Onwnnn 


$ 


$ 8,165.00 


840.00 
2,000.00 
350.00 
70.00 


EA A A a a a N a A a 


1,846.55 
1,052.06 


538.30 
544.00 
1,159.93 
539,97 
1,097.32 
713.69 
469.00 
57.00 
610.00 
3,574.36 
110.00 
400.00 


1,025.00 


14.00 


E EA a a a G a A a a a a a a a a a a A 


$ 1,894.60 


4230.78 


$ 11,425.00 


$ 13,761.18 


$ 1,894.60 
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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 
Regstration No A0013708R 


CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF INCOME, EXPENDITURE & ASSETS 
FOR FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017 


31-Dec-2016 31-Dec-2017 
$ $ 
INCOME 
Subscriptions from members $ 6,100.00 $ 8165.00 
Proceeds from fund raising $ 100.00 3 - 
Donations $ 1,465.00 $ 1,561.00 2016 Restated 
Grants incl. for field surveys $ - $ 2000.00 For Trailer 
Bank irterest $ - $ 154.84 Was in Sundries in 2016 
Sale of books, pens, clothes $ 2293.60 $ 350.00 
Sales of Geelong Bird Report $ 185.00 $ 70.00 
Sales of Bird Checklist $ 50.70 $ - 
Camp & Excurshbn fees received $ 630.00 $ - 
Sundries $ 2,608.38 $ - 
Cameras from CCMA (In kind) $ ° $ 1,400.00 For Striped Legless Lizard Survey 
Total Income $ 11,368.68 $ 13,700.84 
EXPENDITURE 
Meeting Room Hire $ 513.92 $ 539.97 
Guest speaker travel expenses/alifts $ 1,847.25 $ 1,097.22 <-Includes copies of Trevor's 
Stationery & printing - general $ 236.96 $ 538.20 book as future gifts 
Insurance premiums & Incorporation fees $ 1,116.83 $ 1,159.93 
Gedong Naturalst - print & post $ 3,360.98 $ 2908.61 
Gedong Bird Repot $ 14.00 $ - 
Subscriptions & memberships $ 392.00 $ 544.00 
Donations $ 1,050.00 $ 400.00 
Equipmert - purchase, repair & maintenance $ 5,476.46 $ 3684.35 
Fleld surveys - experses $ 555.50 $ 610.00 
Library purchases $ 643.44 $ 713.69 
Camp & Excursion payments $ 650.00 $ . 
Exhibition & Displays $ 7271 $ 57.00 
Special projects $ 30.00 $ 1,025.09 Moolap and Student 
Sundries $ - $ 14.00 
liems for resale $ : $ 469.00 
Total Expenditure $ 15,960.05 $ 13,761.18 
SURPLUS -$ 4,981.37 -$ 60.44 
ASSETS 
Cash balance In CBA Cheque A’catendofyear $ 4,230.78 $ 1,894.60 
Balance in CBA Savings account $ 25,115.78 $ 25,270.62 
Equipment $ 9,965.00 $ 14,515.00 See Asset Register tor detalls 
Library stock $ 16,247.02 $ 16,660.71 
Shares in Timboon Bushland Coop $ 250.00 $ 250.00 
ltiems for sale $ 642.20 $ 761.20 
Erwironment Fund $ 205.00 $ 926.00 2016 Restated 
Total Assets $ 56,655.78 $ 60,278.13 
LIABILITIES 
Unpresented cheques $ . $ . 
Subscriptions received in advance $ - $ - 
Total Liabilities $ - $ - 
NETT ASSETS $ 56,655.78 $ 60,278.13 


These stalements will be available atthe Annual General Meeting a by request from the Treasurer. 
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GFNC invertebrate records will be submitted to Bowerbird 


Last year the GFNC Publication and Communication 
Subcommittee discussed the ways that the records we 
collect contribute to state, national and international 
databases, where they become useful for science and 
conservation. For instance, bird records go to eBird and 
mammal records go to DELWP (Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning) and are stored 
in the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas database. However our 
records of invertebrates had no home—as yet. 


We knew of Bowerbird www.bowerbird.org.au, a national, 
web-based, citizen science project funded by Museums 
Victoria and the Atlas of Living Australia (ALA, CSIRO). 
The project is managed by Ken Walker, Senior Curator of 
Entomology at the Museum. Marilyn put the proposal to 
add our invertebrate records to Bowerbird to the GFNC 
Committee and it was accepted. 


Contributors join Bowerbird online and can then enter 
records. Records are grouped into projects. Contributors 
can join projects already there—or make their own pro- 
ject. We've set up a project called Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club-—Invertebrates. 


If your records are submitted to this project, they can be 
of value and interest to Club members and others in the 
catchment area. Records can be entered into more than 
one project. Besides the GFNC project, each record is 
entered in the general project, Insects and Inverts, to 
maximise the chances of an expert seeing it. 
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Botany Bay Weevil Chrysolopus spectabilis, 
Steiglitz 9 December 2015. 


Marilyn Hewish and Cathy Powers 


If you already put records into Bowerbird, or if you want 


to join and enter your own records, that's fine. Following 
the upcoming AGM and main April General Meeting, we 
will give a talk to guide you on the process. Or you can 
follow the instructions on the website. The only proviso is 
that each record must have an accompanying photo. If 
you want Marilyn to enter records for you, please email 
the photo to the Club email address with a location and 


date. Be warned—if you send a moth photo for 
identification it will be put on Bowerbird. If you enter an 
invertebrate record on the GFNC website, you may get 
an email asking for a photo. 


We've been having fun adding a backlog of records from 


as long as ten years ago. The best part of the system is 


that you don't have to know the species name. You can 


call the record ‘Unknown beetle’ or ‘Unknown insect’ for 
instance. Ken Walker will do his best to make an 
identification, and if he can't he has many contacts in the 
invertebrate world. Other Bowerbird contributors can also 


suggest identifications. If your specimen has a name, 
someone will probably find it for you. Now we know the 


names of the scorpion photographed in the forest at 


Yaugher and the beautiful green and black weevil at 


Steiglitz (pictured below). 


The records are eventually uploaded to ALA and become 


part of a huge, national database used by researchers 
and other naturalists. Australian insects and other 
invertebrates are little known—and often misunderstood. 


You may find yourself making an exciting discovery. 


It happens often! 





Forest Scorpion Cercophonius squama, 
Yaugher 11 November 2010. 
Photos: Marilyn Hewish 


Wildlife Photographer of the Year 


The National Wool Museum in Geelong is again hosting the exhibition of the award-winning 
photographs from the Wildlife Photographer of the Year competition run by the 


National History Museum, London. 
The 100 photos on display were selected from almost 50,000 entries received from 92 countries. 
The exhibition is on till 13 May, but go in soon, as you will almost certainly want to go back for a second look! 
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Out and about: A tribute to Sir Charles Belcher 


Charles Belcher wrote the first Geelong bird book. It was 
no ordinary field guide, but a personal account of the 
birds of the Geelong region, written in London from his 
notes and reminiscences. The Birds of the District of 
Geelong, Australia contained descriptions of all the local 
species then known, together with breeding and nest 
notes, supplemented with information supplied by his 
birdwatching—and birdcatching—friends. It was the 
most complete local bird book of its time, but it also 
showed Belcher's power of observation, the appearance 
of the countryside and his love of Geelong's birds. The 
pictures he evokes of birds in the landscape are 
unforgettable. 


The following selections from his book give a glimpse of 
Belcher the man. | have added notes where appropriate 
and supplied in brackets modern names where these 
have changed since Belcher's day. 


Fairy Penguin (Little Penguin) 

Quite one of our commonest sea-birds, it is to be found 
in Corio Bay, as well as on the Straits beaches. On 
certain windless evenings of autumn and early winter, 
when the bay at sunset is like a sheet of turquoise glass, 
darkening to indigo as the light fades from the west, you 
may hear from the shore a faint barking noise that 
seems to come from far out on the water. Direct your 
attention more closely, and you may perhaps see a 
small dark object, a mere point on the surface which 
presently disappears to emerge again farther away. That 
is the head of a Penguin, coming up to breathe and call 
his mates. | knew a bank official who used to go out in a 
boat and practise at these birds with the office 
revolver—Dabchicks, | think he called them. But he 
never shot any; they possess an almost uncanny 
capacity for "beating the pistol", diving, as it seems, on 
the flash. 


Later on in the winter | have watched them from the 
Yarra Street Wharf, rarely rising to the surface, but quite 
easily followed by the eye as they swim with shooting 
flapper-strokes after the shoals of tiny fish which form 
their food. Corio Bay fishermen dislike them because of 
their propensity, when in pursuit of fish, for getting inside 
the set nets (pp. 2-3). 


We are unlikely to see Little Penguins regularly in Corio 
Bay today. There were a couple of reports in the 1970s. 
There is a small penguin colony at St Kilda breakwater. 
The thought of a bank official even having a pistol 
horrifies me. Penguins are fully protected today. 


Whiskered or Marsh Tern (Whiskered Tern) 

| like better the old name Marsh Tern, as appropriate an 
one as ever was given, calling up to my mind as it does 
upon the instant a picture of those wide reed-grown 
shallows about the Reedy Lake, starred with 
yellow-flowered water-plants; of silver-crested reeds 
quivering in the sea-wind,; and of sparse companies of 
ethereal and dusky-breasted birds questing low over the 
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Valda Dedman 


water, crying betimes sharply yet plaintively, and ever 
and anon turning their beautiful heads quickly down in 
scrutiny of what the summer sun may have called into 
life upon the surface of the mere (pp. 56-57). 


Hooded Dotterel (Hooded Plover) 

Scattered in pairs during the summer all along the ocean 
beach from Port Phillip Heads to Point Castries, near 
Lorne, you may see the plump little bodies on tiny 
twinkling feet racing down from above high-water mark 
where their nest is hidden, then hurrying along the hard 
beach at the water's edge in front of you, the cock bird 
conspicuous with black head and white collar, the hen 
suited in plainer grey. Follow them along the beach, and 
after a few hundred yards they will fly out to sea and 
behind you to their home again (p. 83). 


Hooded Plovers are now considered vulnerable in 
Victoria, and volunteers monitor the nests and chicks 
during the breeding season from August until March. 
Breeding success—or lack of it—is closely watched. 
Dogs, cats and humans are the greatest threats to these 
little birds. 


Bittern 

Always there has been some flavour of mystery about 
the Bittern, whose unearthly booming call, proceeding as 
it seemed from the depths of the lonely swamp, gave 
rise in the minds of the blacks (and others) to a more or 
fixed belief in the existence of the bunyip, half animal, 
half evil spirit. It is rarely that the Bittern rises from the 
reed-beds; when the unheeding wayfarer, trespassing 
too near the bird's domain, does startle it out, its flight is 
Slow and flapping, heavier even than that of the 
generality of Herons, nor does it travel far, but presently 
drops heavily again into the shelter of the brake. 


Bitterns probably once inhabited all parts of the district 
where there is any growth of reeds; now they are 
confined to Lake Reedy and the adjoining parts of Lake 
Connewarre and the Barwon River, where their bull-like 
notes may be heard in the last three months of the year, 
and particularly in the early morning before the sun is up 
(pp. 116-17). 


Black Swan 

Suddenly, as we reached the top of a grassy rise, there 
burst without warning on our astonished young eyes the 
great splendour of the Lake. At our feet the ground fell 
sharply away to the lignum-lined margin of Connewarre, 
whose waters stretched far and wide in front to where, 
miles away to southward, the gleam of yellow sand-hills 
marked the outside sea. Flanked with wooded hills to left 
and right, the glassy lake would have been beautiful 
enough under that cloud-flecked sky of itself alone; but 
our boyish vision was closest held by the bird-life that 
thronged the broad expanse. 


In lines, companies, and great hosts the lordly swans sat 
upon the water, their long necks now held upright and 


now bent beneath the surface in search of food from the 
weed-grown bottom. Some swam slowly about, and even 
as we looked a whole dusky squadron rose with a 
clamour of feet and beating wings. And when that had 
ceased, all the summer air was still haunted by the wild 
and flute-like song of the Black Swan, notes which from 
that day to this | cannot hear but there rises up clear 
before me, out of the delicate mists of boyhood, the 
happy memory of a perfect bush day. | do not know how 
many thousands of Swan we saw—probably not so 
many as in our excited little minds we thought; | only 
know they dotted the water everywhere, and that we 
hardly heeded the mobs of Duck and Coot which shared 
the scene with their more stately neighbours 

(pp. 118-19). 


Musk Lorikeet 

| have never seen this species mingling in flight with 
others, though all feed together in perfect amity, even in 
the same cluster of leaves and flowers at the end of a 
branch. One can at such times get a good view of these 
pretty Parakeets through a glass. Nothing frightens them, 
and they will stay for half an hour at a time exhausting 
the possibilities of one tree before flying with a joyous 
shriek to the next. Stand under a tree in blossom and 
watch carefully. The leaves move: there is a Musk 
Lorikeet twisting and turning, as happy upside-down as 
any other way, provided he can get the last drop of sweet 
Juice from the calyx. In the end he usually pulls the flower 
off, and the carpet of fallen blossoms under a tree 
betrays the presence of the busy green pilferers. All the 
time he is feeding, the Musk Lorikeet keeps up an 
intermittent accompaniment of little gurgles of 
satisfaction; in the air between two trees he gives full 
tongue (pp. 172-73). 


Geelong Ground-wren (Chestnut-rumped Heathwren) 
_..on October 16", 1912, Mr. Hugh Riordon and | came 
suddenly upon a little group of five of the same birds, on 
the other side of Anglesea on a gravelly ridge clad with 
stunted gums, heath, and desert-loving herbage, which 
overlooked Point Roadknight. They were making the 
same noise as the bird | had seen at Norsewood, and 
now for the first time | observed their actions on the 
ground. They ran with the tail held up at right angles to 
the body, at great speed, and dodged in and out of the 
fallen brushwood in most agile fashion. In perching they 
also held the tail high, after the manner of a 
Calamanthus. We obtained two of these birds and sent 
the skins to England, where Mr. Gregory Matthews 
declared them to be young birds of a new sub-species of 
the Red-rumped Hylacola, to which he gave the 
vernacular name of Geelong Ground-wren (pp. 251-52). 


Matthews named them Hylacola pyrrhopygia belcheri in 
honor of their discoverer. Their sub-specific status has 
been dropped. Belcher's name lives on, however, in 
Pachyptila belcheri, the Slender-billed Prion. After a 
storm Belcher had found two birds on the beach at 
Torquay in 1911 and sent them to Matthews in England. 


Babbler (Grey-crowned Babbler) 

The Babbler ... is a bird which one can hardly fail to 
notice if in the vicinity. But it is not nearly so common as 
once it was: there are a pair or two in an acacia-hedged 
paddock, on the Barwon Heads Road, about eight miles 
out; a small flock near Mount Duneed; odd birds on the 
back road to Ocean Grove; and a fair number at the foot 
of the You Yangs, at Gnarwarre, and towards Paraparap. 
That is all. Once they were spread throughout the district. 


It is the habit of the Babbler to feed in a small company 
on the ground; when disturbed they fly with a noisy 
chattering sound to the nearest tree and hop one after 
the other up a branch till they get to the top, which, as 
each attains, he flies off to the next tree, where the 
process is repeated as if it were a game of 
follow-my-leader. The chattering is interspersed with a 
loud, very unmusical whistle (p. 253). 


Grey-crowned Babblers are now extinct in the Geelong 
region. The last were recorded to the west of the You 
Yangs in 1960. Trevor Pescott attributes their 
disappearance to the removal of the acacia hedges 
which acted as corridors for the bird to move about. 
Belcher also mentions them nesting in acacia hedges. 
They nested in groups of half a dozen to twenty in an 
area of perhaps a hundred yards square. 


Sanguineous Honeyeater (Scarlet Honeyeater) 

The only specimen of this bird which, so far as | am 
aware, has been observed in the district was exhibited by 
the late Mr. William Shaw before the Geelong Field 
Naturalists’ Club, on September 5th, 1902, having been 
shot at Queenscliff by Mr. Batchelder shortly before. It is 
a bird whose home is in the coastal scrubs of New South 
Wales, and probably the great drought of 1902 had 
something to do with its appearance here. Except the 
wings and tail, which are black, the male bird (the above 
specimen was a male) is of a rich, shining scarlet colour 
(p. 330). 


This entry is of interest because of the influx of Scarlet 
Honeyeaters to the Geelong district during 2017. In the 
early days of Australian birdwatching, often the only way 
of identifying a bird was by shooting a specimen. Even 
Belcher did not seem to disapprove! 
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Moth night—Friends of Ocean Grove Nature Reserve and the GFNC 
17 February 2018 


General report by Bernie Lingham 


Moth report by Marilyn Hewish and Cathy Powers 


General report 


The GFNC has a long-standing and special relationship 
with the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Our shared 
connection began with Jack Wheeler (President of the 
GFNC) who advocated for the establishment of the 
Reserve in the early 1960s. The relationship continues 
today with the Club’s ongoing involvement in monitoring 
and advocating for the Reserve. Regular activities at the 
Reserve, held in collaboration with the Friends of Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve (FOOGNR), allow the Club to take 
an active and ongoing role in overseeing the ecology of 
this important remnant bushland. 


Twenty GFNC or FOOGNR members attended the moth 
night conducted by Marilyn and Dean Hewish, and Cathy 
Powers. This was the first time that two moth sheets 
were in operation on a moth night at the Reserve. It was 
therefore twice as exciting for participants who had the 
choice of sheets and plenty of room to move around and 
between locations to observe the fantastic array of 
night-flying invertebrates. 


It was an excellent night for moths (see Moth Report) and 
it was great fun for the participants. We observed in close 
detail large numbers of moths and insects, with helpful 
identification information from Marilyn and Cathy. 


Prior to dusk Barry Lingham led a spotlight walk. 
Participants discovered Leaf-curl and Golden Orb 
spiders, and several micro-bats. Earlier in the evening 
Graham and Jenny Possingham observed 18 bird 
species on a short walk around parts of the Reserve. A 
good range of bushland birds were sighted, including 
Grey Fantail, Common Bronzewing, Spotted Pardalote 
and Brown Thornbill. A Black Wallaby with a joey was 
observed around the tables in the picnic area. 


We are indebted to Marilyn, Dean and Cathy for so 
willingly and enthusiastically hosting the moth night. As 
well as being an enjoyable learning experience for all, 
such events help to build a comprehensive picture of the 
moths of this special part of the Bellarine Peninsula. 


Moth Report 


Gordon McCarthy asked Marilyn on the night, ‘How can 
you arrange such good weather months in advance?’. 
We should have claimed supernatural meteorological 
powers for ourselves and the Program Subcommittee but 
it was sheer good luck. A warm and breezy afternoon 
transformed at dusk to a perfectly calm and warmish 
night—perfect for mothing. 


In total, we photographed 62 moth species and one 
butterfly, a female Common Brown that came to the 
sheet early in the night. Of the 62 species of moths, one 
hasn't been named and six are as yet unidentified. This is 
the highest species count for one night we've had so far 
at the Nature Reserve. Earlier GFNC visits from 2013 to 
2016 produced between 25 and 40 species each. The 
high species tally may have reflected the suitable 
weather conditions and/or the fact that we put up two 
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sheets a short distance apart. The total count of named 
species for the Reserve has jumped from 108 (October 
2016) to 148. 


Some highlights 


Proteuxoa rubripuncta, family Noctuidae 

Most people who regularly come to the Nature Reserve 
moth nights will be familiar with the species, Proteuxoa 
Sanguinipuncta (Blood-spotted Noctuid). 


Proteuxoa rubripuncta is strikingly similar in appearance 
but it's much less common. The main differences lie in 
the ‘furry’ thorax, black or dark all over (tawny-orange in 
P. sanguinipuncta); and the spots on the forewing, red 
with black borders (black with red borders in 

P. sanguinipuncta). P. rubripuncta has scattered records 
in Victoria. P. Sanguinipuncta is found across the south of 
the state. 


We were delighted to find one P. rubripuncta among the 
P. sanguinipuncta at Ocean Grove—the second personal 
record for both of us and our first record for this location. 





Proteuxoa rubripuncta 


Photo: Marilyn Hewish 


Unknown species, family Oecophoridae 

There are many Oecophoridae species in Victoria. They 
occupy 42 drawers in the Entomology collection at the 
Melbourne Museum, which represents a lot of moths as 
they're mostly small. Though Peter Marriott has 598 
species in his Victorian photographic database, we still 
occasionally come across something we don't recognise. 
In such cases, we send a photo to Glenn Cocking who 
sorted and identified the Oecophoridae moths in the 
Australian National Insect Collection (ANIC), CSIRO, 
Canberra. When Glenn doesn't recognise a species, we 
know we're onto something very interesting. 


So a small, yellow oecophorid moth marked with a 
distinctive black pattern needs to be further investigated 


and more specimens need to be found to allow detailed 
study. 





Unknown Oecophorid 


Unknown moth, unknown family 

When all the guests had left, we kept mothing for a while 
but eventually tiredness and the thought of a long trip 
home overcame us. Cathy went back to her car to move 
it closer for packing up, and at that moment, a black, 
white and yellow moth flew in. When it was in flight, 
Marilyn assumed it was in the family Arctiidae, which 
often have black wing patterns on white. As it flew up the 
sheet, Marilyn managed to focus the camera and freeze 
it with wings spread. On checking the camera screen, 
Marilyn started shouting ‘Cathy, Cathy’. Cathy 
responded with a distant, ‘Coming’, then the sounds of 
crashing through the bush in the night as she rushed to 
her sheet to get her camera. She arrived in a breathless 
state. The moth had landed. It was gorgeous. At rest, it 
didn't look so much like an Arctiidae. We took lots of 
photos. We guessed Psychidae. 


The photos showing the whole moth were sent to Ted 
Edwards, Axel Kallies and Peter Marriott. No-one could 
even be sure of the family, but all became excited. One 
of Cathy's close-up photos showed detail of the face and 
antennae and Ted says this confirms Psychidae. 





Unknown moth 


Photos: Marilyn Hewish 


So we photographed two species that aren't known 
either from the Melbourne collection, the ANIC or the 
reputable websites we use for identification. 


Gordon was correct. We did demonstrate mystical 
powers in choosing a perfect night. 


Thanks to Barry and Bernie Lingham and Stuart Willsher 
(Parks Victoria) for making the arrangements; Dean 
Hewish for help with setting up the sheets; and the 
participants for their enthusiasm and interest. Marilyn 
would like to extend special thanks to Cathy for taking 
over at the last minute, making the introductory 
comments and handling most of the enquiries. 


Jerringot Wetlands Clean Up Australia Day 
4 March 2018 


It was a cool pleasant day when five Club members 
turned up to begin the annual clean up around Jerringot. 


We got underway quickly and eight large bags of 
rubbish were collected together with larger 
miscellaneous items. This is similar to other years. 


It was interesting to note the presence of black 
polystyrene this year which was difficult to spot. 


With plenty of water in the wetlands, it was difficult to 
retrieve pieces of plastic which had blown into the water. 
We must remember a couple of long-handled rakes next 
year. 


Luckily there were no encounters with the Tiger Snakes 
which have been seen in recent months. 


A big thankyou to our esteemed President who could do 
a filled bag shuffle on his bike and to the other members 
who participated. 


Bela Bard-Brucker 





From left to right, Deborah Evans, David Tytherleigh and John 
Newman helping out on the day. 


Photo: Bela Bard-Brucker 
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February—March bird observations—some highlights 


It is a great delight to read of observers continuing to 
frequent some of Geelong’s central green zones, such as 
the Geelong Botanic Gardens, to record the movement of 
migrating birds. This time of year is exciting as birds 
begin to move out of the wetter, dense forests into more 
Open areas and in some cases head north to escape the 
colder southern winter. Geelong Botanic Gardens and 
Eastern Park provide an important green corridor for such 
movements with wonderful records of variable numbers 
of Rose Robin, Rufous Fantail, a female Satin 
Flycatcher and, amazingly, a female Leaden 
Flycatcher, noted this month. The fluctuating numbers 
and species may suggest various waves of birds moving 
through. These records are joined by the growing 
numbers of Eastern Spinebill, Golden Whistler and 
Gang-gang Cockatoo recorded over recent weeks from 
various urban areas, with noteworthy flocks of the latter 
numbering in the low 20s. 


The forest areas are still providing birders with lovely 
birds, such as the photogenic Pink Robin, Bassian 
Thrush, Painted Button-quail, Crested Shrike-tit—with 
a late incessantly begging juvenile—and Olive-backed 
Oriole. The Weebill—Australian’s smallest bird— 
continues to be seen more regularly in the suburbs and 
riparian areas; none more unusual than the specimen 
seen with an equally unlikely Brown-headed 
Honeyeater in the coastal scrub at the very tip of Point 
Henry. White-throated Needletails have been seen 
overhead in the strong, warm autumn winds, ahead of 
cold fronts and cool changes. The much sought after and 
rarely recorded White-throated Nightjar has been seen 
and/or heard in the Brisbane Ranges and Anglesea 
Heath. 


With bird migration still on our minds, a wonderful array of 
shorebirds have been seen in recent weeks preparing to 
make their way north for the Northern Hemisphere 
breeding season. A Pectoral Sandpiper and Marsh 
Sandpiper on a small inland wetland were most 
surprising. High numbers of Curlew Sandpipers are still 
using Lake Victoria to increase their energy reserves 
before their imminent northward journey. A lone 
Grey-tailed Tattler and Great Knot at Mud Islands 
thrilled the lucky observer and remind us of the greatly 
diminished populations of these species compared to 
years gone by. Jerringot has a few Latham’s Snipe 
present—what date in this summer season will the last 
birds be detected? It is bitter sweet to report of a 
‘beautiful’ White-headed Petrel found in poor condition 
with a compromised foot on the beach at Ocean Grove. It 
was euthanised by Zoos Victoria after assessment. 


The less often visited Western Lakes such as Cundare 
Pool have been phenomenal on recent visits—high 
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John Newman & Craig Morley 


numbers of Australian Shelduck, Blue-billed Duck, 
Double-banded Plovers and, incredibly, good numbers 
of breeding Australian Pelicans. A third breeding cycle 
this summer of Australasian Grebes on a farm dam is 
worthy of comment, as is the breeding colony of Little 
Egrets at Queenscliff. The colony has been successful 
again this summer—with the Club taking steps to secure 
the future of the site. Birders are reminded to submit all 
records of all egret species either directly into eBird or to 
the Club website. 


A good flock of 16 Banded Lapwings at Batesford was a 
surprise. The gathering of 10 Horsfield’s Bushlark at 
Curlewis may suggest flocking of this delightful bird 
species prior to heading off to milder climes to avoid our 
cooler southern months. Stubble Quail calling in March 
is unusual and caught an observer’s attention. 


The records of our less common raptor species such as 
Spotted Harrier and Grey Goshawk always create a lot 
of interest within our ranks. In recent weeks there were 
several records of each scattered across the Geelong 
area. Numerous records of Collared Sparrowhawk and 
Australian Hobby, from a great many locations, also 
indicate the pleasure these species bring. 


Please keep your records coming in. We should all be 
justly proud of the wonderful efforts of members and 
friends of the club in continuing to add to our 
understanding of the birds of the Geelong region. 


Please start giving some serious thought to the big global 
birding event on Saturday 5 May. We have the 
opportunity to participate in the eBird Global Big Day, 
now in its third year. Birders worldwide have the 
opportunity to go birding on one day to record as many of 
the world’s bird species as possible. Last year Club 
members joined with more than 20 000 observers to 
record 6635 of the world’s bird species. Find out more at 
ebird.org/australia/news/global-big-day-5-may-2018 


Observers: 

Bill Honey, Brett Roberts, Chris Medlin, Chrissy 
Freestone, Craig Morley, David Tytherleigh, Geoff Gates, 
Geoff Gayner, George Appleby, GFNC Bird Group 
Excursion, Gordon McCarthy, Graeme Stockton, Jennifer 
Carr, Jenny Possingham, John Newman, Liz Ferguson, 
Lynne Clarke, Maarten Hulzebosch, Maddie Glynn, 
Margaret Alcorn, Pat Streefkerk, Paul Schillier, Richard 
Alcorn, Richard Weatherly, Rod Lowther, Ross Auchettl, 
Rustem Upton, Sandra Lea-Wood, SV Pelican crew, Tom 
Fletcher. 


March butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


There have been plenty of Green Grass-darts around this month, some seen mating. There are obviously a number 
of Common Brown females about, and they were probably around last month also. Several other browns were also 
recorded; 25 Shouldered Browns in the Brisbane Ranges and 6 restless Spotted Browns at Yaugher, as well as 
Varied Sword-grass Browns around Anglesea. The Dainty Swallowtail at Point Lonsdale is noteworthy, and like the 
one at the Botanic Gardens last November, it was photographed. John Newman noted the difference in size between 
the male and female Chequered Coppers. The male has a wingspan of 23 mm, the female 25 mm. 


Observers: 
AW, Alison Watson; CPo, Cathy Powers; DHe, Dean Hewish; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; GP, Graham Possingham; 


HSc, Helen Schofield; LBr, Lance Breguet; LMc, Liz McGrath; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; JN, John Newman; 
JPo, Jenny Possingham; RUp, Rustem Upton; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott. 


Dainty Swallowtail 8/3/18 | Glaneuse Rd. 1 photographed at Arilpa, a Trust for 
Pt Lonsdale Nature (TFN) property. Flying back and 
forth over about 10 metres, landing 
occasionally. 
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Spotted Brown 28/2/18 | Yaugher 6. Restless, frequently flying and TP 
landing in the afternoon in a cleared 
area well shaded by Narrow-leaved 


Peppermint, Messmate and 
Blackwood. 


4/3/18 | Brisbane Ranges 20 females, mainly higher up the hill. JPo, GP 


8/3/18 | Geelong Botanic 10 females. Common in shaded JPo 
Gardens borders near the curator's cottage. 
Readily flushed on warm afternoons. 
Still a few males around, but they tend 
to be a bit tatty. 


Shouldered Brown 4/3/18 | Brisbane Ranges 25. Quite common along north end of JPo, Gp 
Switch Rd and in the Gorge. 


Ringed Xenica 4/3/18 | Brisbane Ranges 4 in the Gorge JPo, Gp 


Creek picnic area. 
difference (female is bigger than male). 
to bird hide. 
10/3/18 | Deakin University Waurn | 10 in saltbush. JN 
Ponds 


Long-tailed Pea-blue 12/3/18 | Petras Place Ocean 2 RUp 
Grove 
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March fauna report 


Mammals 

There are three excellent ways to discover fauna at 
night—the lazy way is to set out cameras, perhaps 
focused on a bait station, then return at your leisure to 
see what animal has taken a ‘selfie’ while exploring the 
tempting bait. For the more energetic person, set traps 
overnight and check them each morning—this way a 
close-up look of the live animal can be gained. Both of 
these need special permits which the GFNC has had for 
many years. Or walk the many paths through the bush 
after dark which most of us do all too rarely. Ross 
Auchettl has been gaining some wonderful sightings this 
way, as indicated by the results below. The majority of 
Australia’s terrestrial mammals are nocturnal, but it is well 
worth the effort to become aware of them in whichever 
way you prefer. An old friend, the late Norman Wakefield, 
once said ‘You don't need a spotlight ... stand still and 
listen, and you can learn to identify the different animals 
by the noise they make while moving through the bush!’ 


Agile Antechinus 
Photographed at bait stations set on tree-trunks about 
2m above the ground at Yaugher 09/03/18 (TP). 


Koala 

In the Brisbane Ranges, on 23/02/18 a male seen in a 
young tree about 10 m from the gate into Mistletoe Track 
at 2.06 a.m. and then at 3.59 a.m. one gave a loud, 
terrifying bellow from a hill above Brisbane Track. One 
seen beside Reid’s Road, Rowsley on 16/03/18 at 2.46 
a.m. (RAu). 


Common Brushtail Possum 

Two heard every night in the last month after dusk on the 
house roof Cuthbertson Drive, Ocean Grove—they are 
very fond of nectarines and tomatoes! (BL). In the 
Brisbane Ranges—on 14/13/18 one seen perched high 
beside Brisbane Track at 10.15 p.m.; one emerged from 
a hollow at 8.15pm on 15/03/18; and one ran up a tree 
trunk and into a hollow along Kangaroo Track at 1.45 
a.m. (RAu). It is interesting to note that compared with 
the two smaller possums they are not abundant in the 
Brisbane Ranges. 


Sugar Glider 

On 23/02/18 one seen half-way down Mistletoe Track at 
2.30 a.m., not bothered by light drizzle, and two were 
noted along Brisbane Track at 3.08 a.m. On 14/03/18 one 
started ‘barking’ and was sighted near a narrow gully off 
Brisbane Track at 9.48 p.m., and on 15/03/18 three were 
seen in a gully below Quarry Track from 9.03—9.40 p.m. 
On 16/03/18 five were observed in a gully adjacent to 
Kangaroo Track between 0.30-2.00 a.m. All of these 
sites are in the Brisbane Ranges National Park (RAu). 


Common Ringtail Possum 

Four noted at dusk on several occasions in the last 
month at Cuthbertson Drive, Ocean Grove; they use the 
telephone wires as a ‘highway’ to the house 
roof—07/03/18 (BL). One photographed at night at a bait 
station set on a tree-trunk at Yaugher on 09/03/18 (TP). 
There appears to be good populations in the Brisbane 
Ranges—on 23/02/18 three were seen along Brisbane 
Track between 3.21 and 5.00 a.m. (one was missing the 
end of its tail), and on 14/03/18 there were four noted in a 
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Trevor Pescott 


narrow gully at the bottom of Brisbane Track between 
8.45—9.30 p.m. On 15/03/18 there were three (including 
two juveniles) in tall Red lronbarks in a gully below 
Quarry Track at 8.45 p.m. and later there were five seen 
in the same area. On 16/03/18 seven were noted ina 
gully adjacent to Kangaroo Track from 0.30 to 2.00 a.m. 
(RAu). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
Small numbers noted during the fauna survey at the 
Inverleigh NCR from 8—11 March. 


Swamp Wallaby 

One seen along the Surf Coast Walk behind the Torquay 
golf course on 26/02/18 (GGt). One seen during the 
fauna survey at Inverleigh NCR between 8-11 March. 


Grey-headed Flying-fox 
A small number flying low over Belmont at 8.40pm on 
17/03/18, a warm, humid, windy night (TP). 


Gould’s Wattled Bat 
Three males caught in harp traps at the Inverleigh NCR 
during the fauna survey from 8-11 March. 


Little Forest Bat 
Two (one male, one female) caught in a harp trap at the 
Inverleigh NCR during the fauna survey 8—11 march. 


House Mouse 
Eleven caught in Elliott traps during the fauna survey at 
the Inverleigh NCR from 8—11 March. 


Black Rat 

Another pest species that is not often listed although it is 
probably abundant in all areas. One was photographed at 
a bait station set on a tree-trunk at 2 m above the ground 
at Yaugher on 09/03/18 (TP). We caught four during the 
fauna survey at the Inverleigh NCR from 8—11 March. 


Red Fox 

One seen near Kangaroo Track in the Brisbane Ranges 
at 7.52 p.m. on 22/02/18 (RAu). Photographed at a bait 
station set on a sloping tree-trunk at Yaugher on 09/03/18 
(TP). We noted footprints in the sand at the Inverleigh 
NCR during the fauna survey 8—11 March. 


Feral Goat 

In the Brisbane Ranges six were noted grazing about 
half-way up Quarry Track near the entrance to the 
abandoned quarry at 11.40 p.m. on 15/03/18 (RAu). 


European Rabbit 

Although they are very abundant we have very few 
observations to record. We listed them at the Inverleigh 
NCR during the fauna survey from 8—11 March, but that 
is the extent of records. 


Herps 

Eastern Banjo Frog (Pobblebonk) 

A small individual found at Yaugher on 16/03/18, in my 
vegetable garden where it had been aestivating over 
summer. It was pale grey in colour, similar to the sandy 
soil of the garden (TP). 


Marbled Gecko 

Two small individuals were noted on the north-facing wall 
of our house in Belmont at 8.40 p.m. on 17/03/18, a 
warm, humid night (TP). 


Eastern Three-lined Skink 
Two found under logs and metal debris during the fauna 
survey at Inverleigh NCR from 8—11 March. 


Pale-flecked Garden Sunskink (Garden Skink) 

One at Fairmont Road in Newtown, in mulched garden 
bed on 21/02/18, and one found there in leaf litter under 
a watering can near a water tank on 03/03/18 (CMo). 


Tiger Snake 

One about 1 m long, on roadside, Switch Road just north 
of the picnic ground in the Brisbane Ranges on 04/03/18 
(GJP). 


Red-bellied Black Snake 

One noted by Caz Bathholomew at Staughton Vale, 
moving uphill into the Brisbane Ranges National Park on 
1/03/18 (per TP). 


Observers: BL, Barry Lingham; CMo, Craig Morley; 
GGt, Geoff Gates; GP, Graham and Jenny Possingham; 
RAu, Ross Auchettl; TP, Trevor Pescott. 


Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve—fauna survey report 
8—11 March 2018 





Eastern Three-lined Skink 


Photo: Helen Schofield 


Background 

The Inverleigh NCR has been known previously as the 
Inverleigh Flora Reserve or simply the Inverleigh 
Common, and the Geelong FNC has had a long interest 
in it. Ata time when Committees of Management were 
popular, Gordon McCarthy was our representative and 
he often commented on his frustration at being unable to 
interest the other CoM members in the concept of nature 
conservation. There were continual complaints about 
kangaroos, Hedge Wattle, fire risks and similar issues 
raised at the meetings, but little thought was given to 
adequate protection of the biodiversity values. 


In February 1982, we asked the Lands Department to 
prepare a management plan for the Reserve. Although 
the ‘common’ had previously been Reserved Forest, the 
Land Conservation Council had recommended 
management be transferred to the Lands Department 
five years earlier, but no transfer had taken place. Little 
changed, and in 1985 we lodged a complaint about 
mismanagement of the Reserve, citing illegal activities 
such as sand removal, firewood-cutting and the shooting 
of kangaroos. 


Trevor Pescott 
for the GFNC Fauna Survey Group 





Eastern Grey Kangaroos 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


In October 1990 a Friends group was formed, and this 
has helped raise the profile of the Reserve. A wide 
variety of native orchids and some other rare plants have 
been identified in the Reserve, and it is now well known 
for this botanical significance. 


However, far less is known about its faunal values. 


GFNC members Lawrie Conole and Grant Baverstock 

carried out a number of mammal studies at the Reserve 
from 1978 through the next 14 years and published their 
observations in various issues of the Geelong Naturalist. 


Since then there has been little fauna research, with the 
present Fauna Group carrying out only one Elliott-trap 
survey with little success. A search of records on the 
Atlas of Living Australia website revealed only a small 
number of observations, and the GFNC database has 
only a limited range of species. It is interesting to note 
that there are no small terrestrial native mammals on the 
various lists that are available—presumably any species 
that may have been here prior to European settlement 
became locally extinct in the early years when large 
tracts of the indigenous vegetation were cleared for 
farming. 
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March 2018 survey 

The site selected for the survey was the eastern side of 
the Reserve accessed from Links Track that enters the 
Reserve off Common Road adjacent to the golf course. 


At present the Reserve is suffering from the continued 
dry season—there has been little rain in the last few 
months, and any waterholes are dry. The vegetation 
appears stressed although many of the Manna Gums are 
flowering in profusion. 


The weather was mainly very warm to hot, clear skies 
with little moonlight at night. 


The site for the survey was a shallow depression that in 
wet conditions would carry water. The vegetation 
included a dense mat of mainly dried grasses, a mix of 
indigenous kangaroo and wallaby grasses and 
introduced species. There were also beds of sedges, 
predominantly Juncus sp. and several large Manna 
Gums Eucalyptus viminalis and River Red Gums E. 
camaldulensis. Hedge Wattle Acacia paradoxa was also 
present, although a broad strip along the fence-line had 
been slashed presumably to minimise the possibility of 
any fire in the Reserve entering adjacent farmland. 


Results 

Elliott traps 

Twenty small Elliott traps were set in a meandering line 
along the depression. They were baited with the 
standard peanut butter, oatmeal and golden syrup mix, 
and left in place for three nights. 

09/03/18—20 traps, 3 House Mice Mus musculus. 
10/03/18—17 Traps, 5 House Mice, 1 juvenile Black Rat 
Rattus rattus wt 56 g. 

11/03/18—11 traps, 3 House Mice, 3 Black Rats. 

Since the traps were not re-set after capture, this 
represented an overall success rate of 31%. 

Although there may have been some re-traps, this 
indicates a very high population of these two species that 
are both environmental and farming pests. 


Harps 

Site one—one trap set for two nights under flowering 
Manna Gums—nothing caught. 

Site two—one trap set for two nights adjacent to the 
boundary fence beneath a Red Gum—Gould’s Wattled 
Bat Chalinolobus gouldii (one male) and Little Forest Bat 
Vespadelus vulturnus (one female and one male). 

Site three—one harp for one night under Red Gum 
beside the boundary fence—Gould’s Wattled Bats (two 
males). 


Incidental observations 

Small numbers of Eastern Grey Kangaroos Macropus 
giganteus and one Swamp (Black) Wallaby Wallabia 
bicolor were seen. 
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Many footprints were noted in the wide, sandy vehicle 
tracks; these included canine, possibly Red Fox Vulpes 
vulpes although dogs are ‘walked’ in the Reserve; 
macropod and various birds. 

We checked some logs and discarded metal objects and 
found two Eastern Three-lined Skinks Acritoscincus 
duperreyi (one measured snout-vent length 42 mm which 
is well below the average of 60 mm). We missed another 
skink, unidentified species. 

We did not compile a bird list but noted many Noisy 
Miners—one group of at least 15—near the golf course 
entrance. They appear to be abundant in the 
small-acreage residential subdivision east of the golf 
course and on the course itself. 


Mammal and herpetofauna list 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
Swamp Wallaby 
Gould’s Wattled Bat 
Little Forest Bat 


Small numbers noted. 
One seen. 

Three caught. 

Two caught. 

Eleven caught. 

Four caught. 

Possible footprints. 
Scats noted. 

Two noted. 


House Mouse 

Black Rat 

Red Fox 

European Rabbit 

Eastern Three-lined Skink 
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Thanks 
To Parks Victoria for permission to carry out the 
survey. 


To Helen, Deborah and Lance for assisting in setting and 
checking the traps and providing incidental observations. 





Little Forest Bat 


Photo: Lance Breguet 


Next fauna surveys 


Anakie and Sheoaks 
5-8 April 


Fauna surveys this month are on two properties where the CCMA has tile grids and which we assist in monitoring. 
Both are wonderful areas that should contain some mammal fauna as well as a wealth of birds. The two properties 
are some distance apart and the surveys are likely to be all-day affairs, so remember to bring some refreshments! 


The meeting and activity details are as follows: 


Thursday 5 April: Meet at 9.00 a.m. at the entrance to Ross Wilkie’s property Woranghurk which is on the east 
(right-hand) side of Sharps Road, north of the Ballarat Road between Lethbridge and Meredith. The property is on the 
south side of the Moorabool River just downstream from Sharp’s Crossing. We will spend the morning there, placing 
Elliott traps and doing a tile check. 


At 1.00 p. m. we will meet at Andrew Browne’s property at Anakie. The gate is on the right side of the Ballan Road 
just north of Anakie township. We will set out Elliott traps, harps and if we have time, check the tile grid. 


Friday 6 April: Meet at 8.00 a. m. at Browne’s property to check the harps and Elliott traps and then move on to 
Moranghurk to check the Elliott traps. 


Saturday 7 April: Meet at 8.00 a. m. as for Friday. 


Sunday 8 April: Meet at 8.00 a. m. and reverse the process: meet at Moranghurk to check the harps and collect the 
Elliott traps and then move to Anakie. 


Rice Reserve and Grasstree Park, 10-13 May 


May 10-13: both Rice Reserve and Grasstree Park are due to be checked for Swamp Rats and other mammals that 
survive in these two isolated reserves. It is also a good time to check Bells Beach where we have found Swamp 
Antechinuses in the past. 


June 7-10: Floating Islands Reserve, to continue our study on the Dusky Antechinus and reptiles. 
July 7: meeting, guest speaker (to be confirmed). 
August 8-12: Yaugher. 





The first screening of this important film was a sold-out success. 
For those who missed out, here is another opportunity to attend. 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club, Geelong Sustainability and Snowgum Press presents 


The Desperate Plight of the 
Orange-bellied Parrot 


a film by David Neilson 


at the Pivotonian Cinema 
Cnr, Moorabool & Verner St, South Geelong 


on Wednesday 2nd May at 8.00 pm 
Screening to be followed by Q&A 


Tickets from TryBooking only: https://www.trybooking.com/TYYB 
Adults: $20. Concession: $15. Plus 30 cents booking fee 


For information: 0409 383 306, dncilson@snowgumpress.com.au 


Profits from this screening will go to Orange-bellied Parrot recovery efforts and Geelong conservation issues 
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Some weedy thing ....... 


28 December 2017. 


Last year out of the corner of my eye | noticed some 
weedy thing. A bit of grass perhaps, growing in the 
mossy centre of an old tree stump in my garden in 
Highton. It was doing no harm. | just left it there, 
disregarding it. 


This year in early Spring, | attended a GFNC Plant Group 
meeting where we looked at orchids. Enid Mayfield’s 
illustrations and text in Flora of the Otway Plain and 
Ranges were very clear. 


It suddenly struck me: could the weedy thing that | had 
noticed again recently, emerging from the moss, be one 
of our terrestrial orchids? Surely not! 


Early next morning, | went outside and took a good look 
at it. One stem, one leaf, two bracts, four tiny developing 
buds. It didn’t look as though it would be very tall. My 
Flora of Melbourne—though not as clear as Enid’s 
book—was helpful. It had to be a Thelymitra! But which 
one? 


Possibly T. pauciflora, the flowers of which rarely open 
and can self-pollinate anyway. That would explain the 
fact that | had not seen it flower. It is our commonest and 
most widespread Thelymitra species. But all sun-orchids 
require sunshine, and this was growing not 20 cm from 
the south face of my metre-and-a-half-high wooden 
boundary fence. There is no chance of a speck of 
sunshine there. 


It was less than 30 cm high. T. pauciflora usually grows 
to about 60 cm. That narrowed it down to Thelymitra 
rubra, the Salmon Sun-orchid—though Graham 
Possingham told me that it could easily be T. pauciflora, 
as | should not identify it on height alone. 


| was so excited! | told Valda Dedman and Lorraine 
Phelan about my orchid as we travelled to a GFNC 
meeting. They said they would come and look at it when 
the flower opened. | watched for it every day, as the buds 
developed. | was not hopeful as the sun never rose upon 
it and certainly never set. 


How could it possibly have got there? It is growing in the 
centre of an old stump of a tree cut down in 2005, which 
is not a remnant from the ancient bushland of the 
Barrabool Hills. Not far away, | knew the Possinghams 
watched over some terrestrial orchids in the bushy island 
in their street—probably remnants of the original bush. 
But they are different species. So far as | knew, the 
nearest Salmon Sun-orchids could be Batesford, or 
Bannockburn Bush, or the Inverleigh Nature 
Conservation Reserve. Had a bird dropped it from the 
fence? 
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Lynne Clarke 


| asked Emily Noble, of the Ballarat Environment 
Network, and a self-confessed ‘orchid nut,’ who told me 
that the seeds are so fine a bird cannot eat them. They 
are blown in the wind. Perhaps a bird carried the seed 
into Geelong on its feathers and preened on my fence. 


‘Or perhaps you brought it in yourself, Lynne, on your 
clothes, after an outing in the bush,’ said Emily. 


Its habitat is ‘open forest, woodland and heathland.’ If 
you disregard the bitumen of North Valley Road, the 
houses and the local shops, perhaps the mix of tidy and 
unkempt gardens in the district, and my own semi-wild 
one, could be called ‘woodland’... 


For three sunny days in October, when the buds had 
swelled and looked expectant, | fetched my 80 by 50 cm 
mirror and set it outside on a chair to reflect the sun onto 
the orchid. Unfortunately the sun is in constant 
motion—well, OK, we are—so | had to be out there every 
half hour or so to adjust the mirror appropriately. This 
was somewhat tedious, but | was hopeful of a good 
result. 


The buds remained fast shut. Perhaps | had chosen the 
wrong days. Perhaps the buds weren't quite ready, the 
air too cool, or the reflected sunlight too meagre and 
insipid. 


After an outing together to the Otways, | insisted that 
Valda and Lorraine come in to see my orchid. 


‘My goodness, it is a sun-orchid!’ exclaimed Lorraine. 
‘How did it get here?’ 


| continued to watch, but no flowers appeared. All four 
buds slowly matured, swelled, and browned off, as the 
whole plant retreated into itself to avoid the summer heat. 
Had it self-pollinated as they ‘usually’ do? | have just 
picked off the second brown bud from its dry, wire-like 
stem. Some very fine dust, so small | could scarcely see 
it, but firm and grainy to the touch, fell into the palm of my 
hand. | dropped it in a sunny spot with the rest of the 
bud, beneath my Fuchsia Gum, Eucalyptus forrestiana. 
How long does the corm take to develop sufficiently to 
support a flower? 


Does anyone else want to try for a Salmon—or 

T. pauciflora—Sun-orchid in their own woodland? | have 
left one bud on the stem, and put the other two into an 
envelope, in case you would like to make the attempt. 
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Holiday Workshop 
Be your own Wildlife 
e Photographer 






S 


Mobile Phone Photography Workshop 
at the Geelong Botanic Gardens 
Tuesday April 10 2.00 pm — 4.00 pm 





The best camera to use is the one in your pocket 


Get to know your phone camera and how to use it. 
Learn to take great wildlife photographs on your mobile phone or 
tablet. 


Take your own wildlife photographs in the Geelong Botanic Gardens. 
Suitable for adults and children alike. 


Bookings: all participants: $7 Group of 4: $25 Children under 5 free 
Questions? 5272 4379 
Book and pay online: www.geelongaustralia.com.au/gbg 


Visit the Wildlife Photographer of the Year Exhibition at the National 
Wool Museum until May 13 


mational : 
WIWW.GEELONGAUSTRALIA.COM.AU/GBG pore isc Be)! GEELONG 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 


Wooloomanata in autumn 


Thursday 26 April 2018 


Leader: Craig Morley 


Once again we have been granted permission to visit this special place to the west of the You Yangs. This visit 
provides another opportunity for us to investigate this fascinating area. These autumn visits are intended to provide 
an insight into the avifauna of this wonderful spot at a different time of the year. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. inside the entrance to Wooloomanata off Sandy Creek Road. 

Google maps: -37.937105, 144.393197 

Craig will be waiting here. Please be punctual as you may get left behind. We will drive into the property and park 
well away from the main road. 

NB: No car-pooling arrangements have been made at other venues. 

Finish: approximately 12:15 p.m. or later if you wish to stay for lunch. 

Bring: Water/drinks and light snacks to carry along the creek. Binoculars, camera (optional), telescope (optional), 
sunscreen, insect repellent, hat, raingear, a warm jacket and sturdy shoes/boots. Please bring lunch if you’d like to 
stay on. 


Enquiries: Craig 5221 4604 (or 0429 196 634 on the morning of the excursion). 


GFNC Excursion 


Moorabool River at Meredith Education Area (MEA) 


Sunday 15 April 2018 


Leader: David Boyle 


The Moorabool River valley is a conduit for many species of birds, mammals and reptiles. The section of the river 
at the Meredith Education Area has been the site of previous GFNC excursions, but it is rarely visited by the public. 


Meet: 9:30 a.m. at Wilsons Road, Meredith opposite the Meredith Recreation Ground. 

If coming from Geelong, Wilsons Road is a left turn off the main highway. There is a cafe and service station on the 
corner. We will car-pool here and travel via convoy as some sections of the road will be best suited to 4WD or 
vehicles with good clearance. 


We will enter the MEA via Slate Quarry Road and travel to the Moorabool via Byrne Rd and Possum Rd. The walk 
from the road to the river has an incline, but is not too strenuous. For the more adventurous, a crossing of the river 
to enter the Moreep Bushland could be attempted. 


The convoy will then continue through the MEA bushland to visit other access points to the river. We will return via 
the Meredith Steiglitz Rd to our starting point at Meredith. 


Finish around 3.30 p.m. 


Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, camera, field guides. Rubber boots if 
you wish to cross the river. 


More information contact: Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 


Mailing roster 


April: Joan Korn 
May: Chrissy Freestone 
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Coming events 


APRIL 

3 AGM—Members Night General Meeting: Melanie Mackenzie—Sampling the 
5-8 Fauna survey: Anakie, Sheoaks abyss 

10 Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations Plant Group: sharing photos and observations 

15 Excursion: Moorabool River, Meredith Education Area Fauna survey: Rice Reserve and Grasstree Park 

16 New committee meeting Bird Group: David Hollands—Cranes, herons and storks 


19 Bird Group: Mike Honeyman—Volunteering with birds in of Australia 


Northern Argentina 
26 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Wooloomanata 
27-29 SEANA campout, FNCV, Healesville 


Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 
Conservation subcommittee meeting 

Publication subcommittee meeting 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Leigh Valley Hawk & 
Owl Sanctuary 

Boneseed pull—You Yangs 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2017-2018 





President Rod Lowther 0419 633 960 rod.lowther@live.com 

Vice-President Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 

Secretary Graham Possingham 5243 6997 g.possingham@gmail.com 

Treasurer info@gfnc.org.au 

Membership Officer Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinco.com 

Committee Members David Boyle 5250 1039 davidboyle48@gmail.com 
Lynne Clarke 0419 390 801 alynneclarke@gmail.com 
Tracey Hinton Currently on leave of absence 
Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
Phil Watson 0429 145 430 philvaugwa@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Conservation Subcommittee Chair Rod Lowther 0419 633 960 rod.lowther@live.com 
Publications and Information Chair Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinco.com 
Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) Bernie Lingham bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
Alison Watson alisonw577@gmail.com 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 4368 lphelan@bigpond.com 
Web-master Dean Hewish 0409 231 755 myibook@iprimus.com.au 
Geelong Bird Report Editor Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
General Meeting Minutes Marilyn Hewish 0409 966 852 hewishs@iprimus.com.au 
Programs and Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 program@gfnc.org.au 
Subcommittee Chair 
Bird Group Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
Fauna Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 ppescott@optusnet.com.au 
Plant Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tgp.com.au 


Cadets (in recess) 
Excursion Convenors 


General 
Bird Group 


Jeff Dagg 


Barry Lingham 
Lynne Clarke 


0419 551 847 


5255 4291 
0419 390 801 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 23 April 2018 


gfncadets@gmail.com 


program@gfnc.org.au 
alynneclarke@gmail.com 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
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